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Youth Celebrate Academic Success 

Marlena Ates, (pictured left with Case Manager, Sharon 

Mims) of Jeff Davis County, was chosen to be the 2019 

Coastal Pines Technical College EAGLE Recipient. 

 

The Exceptional Adult Georgian in Literacy Education 

(EAGLE) Program was designed to recognize students who 

show extraordinary success in adult education classes 

across the state. The program celebrates these students 

and creates awareness for the adult learning opportuni-

ties available  in our local communities. The EAGLE Pro-

gram inspires participation in a lifetime of learning. 

 

Taylor Neal, of Emanuel County, received her General 

Equivalency Diploma (GED). Taylor began the pursuit for 

her GED two years ago and entered into the WIOA Youth 

Program at that time. She has overcome many obstacles 

with the help of her adult education teacher and her case 

manager.  

 

Taylor is currently job searching with the assistance of the 

WIOA One Stop and looking into applying at the Technical 

College. While she is unsure of the specific degree she is 

interested in, she has a desire to continue her education. 

 



In her own words…. 

 

I want to thank WIOA for all the help I have received during my time in 

your program. I have graduated from Georgia Southern University and I 

am now a nurse. I have dreamed of being a nurse since before I can re-

member. I was able to walk across the stage and finally feel I am one step 

closer to my career goals. Nursing school has been a very tough journey, 

with a lot of sleepless nights from going to school and being a single 

mother. WIOA has helped me accomplish my dream and my daughter 

now has someone whom she can look up to and be proud of. My case 

manager has always bent over backwards to make sure I had my time 

sheet in on time and was always able to meet me close to home or come 

to my clinical site.  

 

Shortly after I began the program, I had to move two towns over and 

thought I was going to lose WIOA because I had to move to be closer to 

school and I couldn’t financially support myself. I moved in with my grand-

mother so that I could finish school. My case manager reassured me that 

nothing would change. I know that she was travelling out of her way to 

make sure I had everything turned in or picked up. Every single week, we 

would chat for a few minutes about what I was doing with school and she 

was always there, even if I just needed to rant about how tough school 

was. She was there to pick me up and kept showing there was a light at 

the end of the tunnel.  

 

I believed this program was too good to be true when my friends were 

telling me about it. I needed the help, so I said, “why not try and see what 

all the talk was about”. Who knew that there is this type of program in the 

world to help people get through school. I can sure enough say that eve-

rything everyone was telling me was beyond true.  

 

Brian Tankersley is a married, father of two. His career goal was to be-

come a nurse. That dream was realized in December 2018. Brian re-

ceived his Bachelor’s degree in Education from the Coastal College of 

Georgia, having been inducted into the Honor’s Society and International 

Honor’s Society for a 4-year college.  Brian is also the recipient of the 

TRiO Award. The Federal TRiO Programs are outreach and student ser-

vices programs designed to identify and provide services to individuals 

from disadvantaged backgrounds. Students must be enrolled in the pro-

gram and also volunteer their time to assist other students who may be 

struggling academically in order to be eligible for the TRiO Award.  

 

Brian stated, “Jana and Job Training Unlimited have helped me to have 

hope. WIOA has also provided me the financial assistance to be able to 

make it to my classes everyday. My case manager has encouraged me 

and helped me look to the future and given me the peace of mind that 

there are people who want to and are able to make a difference. That is 
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Emily stated, “I have been in the WIOA program for over a year. This program has 

helped me with the financial burden I was having before I enrolled in the Individual Train-

ing Accounts Program. WIOA has provided me with the financial assistance to travel 

back and forth to Savannah everyday. My case manager has been so encouraging dur-

ing the whole process of me finishing school and she would always check on how I did 

on my exams. She was always there if I ever needed any help. This program is pretty 

much a dream come true. I have graduated from Georgia Southern University with ZERO 

student loans because of this program. Every step of the way WIOA has had my back.” 

 

Emily Martin received her Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing from Georgia Southern Universi-

Mikayla Horton, Associate of 

Science in Nursing from 

Southeastern Technical Col-

lege. 

Simmie Driggers, Associate 

of Science in Nursing from 

Southeastern Technical Col-

lege. 

Katie Futch, Licensed Practi-

cal Nursing from Southeast-

ern Technical College. 

Katie Lamb, Radiologic 

Technology from Southeast-

ern Technical College.  

Mariana Salgado, Associate 

of Science in Nursing from 

Southeastern Technical Col-

lege. 

Valerie Davis, Radiologic 

Technology from Southeast-

ern Technical College. 



The Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission is the grant recipient for Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act funds. Job Training Unlimited, Inc. 

is the administrative entity for the seventeen counties within Region 9. We work in collaboration with the 

Georgia Department of Economic Development, Workforce Division. For more information call 912-739-7158 or 1-800-503-0204. 
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A Word From the One Stop 

A Word From the ITA’s 

A Word From the Youth 

This program has helped myself and my family so much by providing means for gas and funds for tuition. This has taken a 

big burden financially off myself and my spouse. It has allowed me to concentrate on school and homework. I cannot ex-

press how impressed I am with my case manager. She has exceeded my expectations for customer service and is always 

available for any questions or concerns that I have had along the way. During my application process, she eased my con-

cerns and made the process easy . She was flexible with my school schedule to meet me for paperwork.  

 

I have told many classmates about this program and how great it is and how much it has helped my family. I cannot ex-

press how much I appreciate this program and how it has allowed me to really put my mind at ease and focus on my 

This program helped me to learn to spend my money smarter, instead of using it without helping myself. I bought the 

things I needed, like a business cellphone and healthy study snacks that helped me to get my GED. This program is fantas-

tic, but it saddens me that I will be completing the program soon. I received my GED just a few weeks ago. I’ve learned a 

lot and gained so much confidence from this small community of people wanting to see me succeed.  

 

I thank them with everything I have and now I am more than ready to move on with my life. 

 

         - Taylor Neal 

I have used the One Stop to complete my resume along with performing job searches. With the ability to use the com-

puter and internet, I was able to find a job working with the United States Postal Service.  

 

The Resource Specialist at the One Stop has been a great help throughout the whole process. Thank you! 

 

         - Billie Jo Dial 


